
Special Offer Bonus Chapter – Senders 
 

The Lucas Shore Brief 

Sylvan Katz, Herman Walenz’s former research partner and president of the NAEB, sat 
patiently in the waiting room outside Lucas Shore’s office in the “tree” building. He recalled how 
intrigued he was with the information his research assistant had gathered; how it provided useful 
insight into Shore’s motivations and tendencies—insight Katz hoped he might use to “handle” his 
perspective employer. Several published biographies covered the Shore family’s rise to prominence 
in America and most notably Lucas’ father, Lawrence. Katz had reviewed the brief his assistant 
compiled a half-dozen times before. He pulled the dossier from his briefcase and glanced over his 
notes once more before his meeting.  

 
Not included in the current release of Senders is this Shore family background 

excerpt prepared for Sylvan Katz by his research assistant: 
 

During the ‘60s, the Soviet Bloc, in support of their communist neighbor, provided technical 
and financial aid to China’s emerging economy. Although agriculture, transportation, light industry, 
and mining weren’t initial areas of investment, a few outside investors who had the foresight to 
anticipate China’s long-term needs chose to bolster these sectors.  

Over time, these futurists pioneered relationships with Chinese officials—some, with Mao 
Tse-tung himself. As China’s population and economy grew, the efforts and risks taken by these 
entrepreneurs were handsomely rewarded.  

One such business visionary was Lawrence Shore, a Canadian born industrialist who 
amassed a fortune from mining precious metal and asbestos in British Columbia and the Yukon 
during the late 1940’s and early 1950’s. Shore’s reverence for Mao Tse-tung and receptiveness to his 
politics paved the way for a visit to China on a business fact-finding mission in 1950.  

He met with Chairman Mao, and among many subjects, they discussed China’s industrial 
needs: equipment to smelt and refine copper and aluminum; machinery for iron and steel furnaces, 
steel rolling mills, and coal mining; oil drills and tools for refining petroleum. As a result of this 
meeting and subsequent discussions, Mao gave Shore limited access to Chinese markets during the 
‘50s and later the freedom to broker deals on behalf of the Chinese, so they could satisfy their 
growing industrial demand and develop the capacity to manufacture these products on their own.  

In 1953, after base metals suffered steep declines and depreciating gold prices devalued his 
holdings in North America, Shore decided to focus on China for future business expansion. There, 
he helped the new government expand its coal mining capacity in Shanxi Province and extract gold 
in Qinghai and Guizhou in the South.  

Within months, Lawrence Shore moved his family to Peking, and in 1954, his wife, an 
American-born citizen, gave birth to their second child, Lucas. Now, with the family thriving in their 



adopted home, Shore arranged to have both children educated by private tutors in order to 
thoroughly immerse them in the Chinese culture.   

In 1960, 684 men were killed at the Laobaidong mine in Shanxi. This put a global spotlight 
coal mining practices and tremendous pressure on Shore and the Chinese government to improve 
safety and work conditions in general. Shore accused the Soviets of selling him sub-standard 
equipment and blamed the operators of the mine for their compliance in perpetuating a long history 
of neglect. As a result of this incident and Mao’s increasing dependence on the Soviets for industrial 
technology, Shore’s confidence eroded.      

In 1972, after Nixon’s visit to China and meetings with Mao, the relationship between 
Lawrence Shore and Mao deteriorated. Mao was older now, in poor health, and less inclined to seek 
Shore’s counsel. Additionally, the prospect of China’s increased exposure and dependence on 
western markets became a constant source of Shore’s frustration and concern. The American 
businessman took his perceived change of stature very personally; the financial fortune he amassed 
offered him little consolation.  

Lawrence Shore had always been subject to bouts of depression and in 1975, a year before 
the death of Mao Tse-tung, he drove to the end of a country road near his home and put a bullet 
through his head. 

Lucas Shore, now a junior in college, took his father’s suicide badly and dropped out of 
school. The next several years, he traveled the world, nurtured socialist ideologies, and developed 
ties with several Marxist organizations in India and Southeast Asia.  

While Lucas strengthened his political legs, the Shore family divested all remaining business 
interests in China and moved their headquarters to the U.S. After Lucas contracted a serious bout of 
intestinal dysentery, his older brother, Robert, convinced him to return to the States to help run the 
business. His mother’s health was in decline, and in 1979, Lucas Shore moved to Seattle to be close 
to her and to help his brother Robert reshape the future of Shore Industries. 

Over the next 20 years, the Shore brothers expanded their influence in the mineral 
commodities market and became the largest consolidator of precious and industrial base metals in 
the word. For decades, Shore Industries profited from their mastery over capital markets, but like 
his father, Lucas Shore envisioned a world where wealth was more evenly distributed.  

After the death of his brother, Robert, in 2000, Lucas Shore pursued an agenda that defied 
logic, and on the surface seemed incongruous with a life of such privilege. But only those who knew 
Lucas and understood the guilt and disgrace that consumed him when his father committed suicide, 
could even vaguely appreciate how he might risk his vast fortune to pursue his vision for social 
change. 
 


